195X; Smith 1959) made from welding rod, which tended to bend, the pins employed here are piano wire. Piano wire is quite resilient and not only resists warping but also tends to stay in the notches well by absorbing some of the torque exerted on the pins during sampling. Small diameter piano wires ((2 mm), however, tend to be too limber, while large wires (>6 mm) are too massive to be firmly held by the magnetic brakes. A 3-mm diameter pin works well.
In summary, the authors have found the frame described here to be well suited to sampling blue grama rangeland in New Mexico. It proved to be sturdy, lightweight (approximately 1.1 kg), and easy to showing uttuchment oj hinged third leg to the body of the point
